
 MINUTES 

JEFFERSON COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

APRIL 24, 2019 

The Towers 

500 Market Street, 2nd Floor 

Steubenville, Ohio 

7:00 P.M. 
 

Present: 
Danny Householder, President, R-Saline Township Jason Mattern, R-Wintersville  
Scott Fabian, Vice-President, R-Steubenville Twp. Jennifer Boughner, R-Yorkville          
Kelly Bauknecht, Secretary, R-Dillonvale    Brent Rose, R-Brush Creek Township 
Evan Scurti, R-Commissioner Graham   Mitchell Morelli, R-Cross Creek Township 
Brandon Andresen, R-Jefferson County                       Mark Clark, R-Island Creek Township 
John Hartline, R-Jefferson County                                Rob Herron, R-Knox Township 
Michael Paprocki, R-Jefferson County   Rich Ricchetti, R-Mt. Pleasant Township 
Dave Snelting, R-Steubenville    Philip Jordan, R-Ross Township 
Bob Bertram, R-Toronto     Eric Mercer, R-SalemTownship 
Tim Miller, A-Toronto     Vince Pastre, R-Smithfield Township  
Mayor Gary Pepperling, R-Amsterdam   Dan Stone, R-Springfield Township 
Kay Hilderbrand, A-Amsterdam     Larry DeLuca, R-Warren Township 
Mayor Gary Griffith, R-Bergholz    Kevin Walker, R-Wayne Township 
Mayor David Gaffney, R-Bloomingdale   Allison Yanssens, R-Wells Township 
Barb Glessner, R-Empire     Ronald Lazear, Jr., A-Wells Township 
Jason Smith, R-Irondale    
Bob Smith, R-Mingo Junction    GUEST 
Mayor Charles Bannanio, R-Mt. Pleasant  Tabatha Glover, Lank Bank 
Kim McKnight, R-Rayland     
Carolyn Tolonese, A-Rayland    STAFF  
Mayor Harry Thomas, R-Richmond   Betty Lou Tarr, Director 
Leon Nelson, R-Stratton     Richard Lott, Planner                  
Michael Robey, R-Tiltonsville   
     

OPENING OF MEETING:  
President Householder opened the official JCRPC meeting by asking for a moment of silence 

followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

ROLL CALL: 
Vice-President Fabian called the Roll which determined there were enough representatives and 

alternates present to constitute a quorum.  

 

MINUTES OF MARCH 27, 2019 MEETING        
A motion was made by Rob Herron, Knox Township to accept the minutes of the March 27, 2019 

meeting; seconded by Barb Glessner, Empire ; motion passed unanimously.   

 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 Vice-President Fabian handed out charts showing the new gas tax which will tax effect on July 1, 
2019.  He explained to the Commission members they will probably start to see the money coming in late 
September or early October.  ODOT put the charts together.  Mr. Fabian explained the first (3) three lines  
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are for state fiscal year 2020.  The first line is the original state gas tax which is on the books currently.   
That is the estimated amount they should be receiving.  Line (3) three is the new gas tax which they 
propose and this will include 10 ½ cent gas tax and the 19 cent diesel fuel tax.  Line (3) three is the 
estimated amount your projected to receive.  Line (2) two is the other two lines totaled.  The last three 
lines (4, 5, 6) are for state fiscal year  2021.  Again, line (4) four is the original 28 cents tax which is on 
now, line (6) six is the new gas tax which has passed and line(5) five is the combined amount which they 
should be receiving.  Again this came from ODOT and these are based on estimated numbers.  These 
numbers should be in the ballpark of what they will be receiving. 

 

GUEST 
     The Jefferson County Land Bank had contacted the Regional Planning Commission to see if they 
could have a representative speak at our meeting tonight.   At that time he asked Tabatha Glover if she 
would like to come forward and speak to the Commission.  Tabatha explained she believed most people 
are familiar with the Land Bank.  She explained the Land Bank tries to acquire blighted and dilapidated 
properties for demolition.  They demolish them and then turn them back into public use by trying to 
transfer them to lot owners, residential development, and business development.  In 2014 they were 
awarded $715,000.00.  Since then due to the demolitions which they have done and staying on track 
they have secured $2.9 million dollars.  They currently have a balance of $712,000 they need to spend 
by December 2019.  A breakdown of these figures would include 150 demolitions completed throughout 
Jefferson County in the targeted areas.  Not all jurisdictions are within the targeted areas.  She had a 
map which showed the areas included in the targeted areas.  With the remaining amount of monies they 
have they need to do 55 demolitions to expend the monies.  They are currently working on 11 
demolitions and they have 28 which are pending.  There are two ways the Land Bank can acquire a 
parcel. Through tax foreclosure or through donation.  They have exhausted the tax foreclosure list. There 
is nothing else they can do with tax foreclosure, they are now relying on donations. All the donations 
which they need have to have a clean clear title and have the individuals willing to donate the property.  
She explained since they only have till the end of the year remaining, the time line is critical.  From the 
time she receives a phone call stating someone wants to donate a parcel of property up until the house 
being demolished and the Land Bank being reimbursed for the demolition you are looking (5) five to (6) 
six months.  Being we are going into April we have very limited amount of time to get all of this together. 
She asked everyone to reach out to their local jurisdictions and help get the word out. 
 

PLANNER’S REPORT 
 The Planner introduced himself, Richard Lott, and explained he is the new County Planner.  He 
explained thus far he has been working with getting his computer functioning and during that time he was 
able to complete the Environmental Review for the Smithfield Water Tank Project.  He told the 
Commission members if they had time to review the Environmental Review to go upstairs to the Planning 
Commission office and to make sure they sign the back of book that they had reviewed it.  He has also 
been working with the Director to learn the programs the planning commission is working on. 
 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT  
 The Director reported the Census Bureau had contacted the Planning Commission because some 
of the entities did not complete and return their BAS reports.  She handed those out to the entities to 
have them complete the reports and either turn them in themselves or to return them to her and she 
would make sure they get back to the Census Bureau. 
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The George’s Run Infrastructure Project is continuing to move along and Mr. Branagan has been 

working on the specs so we can get them ready to go out for bid.  We have till the end of this year to  
Complete this job. 

The Director reported the CDBG Formula FY18 Grant (which includes Empire Paving, Stratton 
bridge resurfacing, and SalineTownship Community Center) the entities have been contacted so the 
specs can be created and be ready to put out for bid.   

The Environmental Assessment has been completed for the Residential Infrastructure Grant for 
the Village of Smithfield Water Tank and is currently in the stage of being advertised locally and then it 
will go onto the State for a comment period.  After the comment period, we will receive the release of 
funds. 
 Mrs. Tarr reminded the Commission members there were still (6) entities who have not paid their 
dues.  Again, if anyone wants to know if they were paid, please see her following the meeting.  She 
explained it is in the By-Laws of the Commission, if your dues are not paid you cannot receive any of the 
benefits of the commission. 
 The Director explained we need to get some of our Committees started back up and working. One 
of the Committees is the By-Laws Committee.  Our By-Laws need to be rewritten and some of the 
information needs updated as well.  The three officers of the Executive Board will serve and we would 
like to have four (4) others serve as well.  Brandon Andresen agreed to serve, Mark Clark, Mitchell 
Morelli, and Jason Smith all agreed to serve.  She asked if anyone would be willing to serve on the 
Community Development Sub-Committee other than the three (3) Executive Officers.  Mitchell Morelli 
and Allison Yanssens agreed to serve on the Community Development Sub-Committee as well.  

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
 The Director reported as of March 29, 2019 the receipts were $6,351.00 and expenses of 
$19,932.46, there was a carry over at the beginning of the year of $125,063.91 which leaves a balance of 
$111,482.45.  She explained the budget has been passed and we will see our allotment from the 
Commissioners in April’s financial report. 

  

NEXT MEETING 
 The next meeting will be Wednesday, May 22, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. on the second floor of the 
Towers.  
  

NEW BUSINESS 
 There was no New Business. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 A motion was made by Mayor Banannio, Mt. Pleasant to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Mr. 
Smith, Irondale; motion passed unanimously. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Kelly Bauknecht, Secretary 

      As per Betty Lou Tarr 


